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INTERESTS WHICH HAVE BEEN IN THE FOREFRONT OF THE FIGHT AGAINST 

ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS FOR THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS, 

ON DECEMBER 23, 1980 THE WASHINGTON POST COMMENTED ON THIS 

IT CLEAR IT SHARED WITH US PRECISELY THE SAME 

RESERVATIONS ABOUT MR, THE EDITORIAL STATED, IN PART 

"THE PRESIDENT-ELECT HAS SAID THAT HE IS LOOKING 
FOR SOMEONE TO BALANCE 'ENVIRONMENTAL EXTREMISTS,' BUT 
IN NAMING JAMES G. WATT HE APPEARS TO HAVE GONE TO AN 
OPPOSITE EXTREME AND CHOSEN SOMEONE WHO HAS DEMONSTRATED 
LITTLE UNDERSTANDING OF THE INTERIOR SECRETARY'S ROLE 
AS TRUSTEE, ON BEHALF OF THE PUBLIC, OF THE BULK OF THE 
NATION'S NATURAL RESOURCES. IN REMARKS AT YESTERDAY'S 
PRESS CONFERENCE MR, WATT PROFESSED TO BE KEENLY CONCERNED 
WITH BALANCING THE CLAIMS ON THE DEPARTMENT IN A JUDICIOUS 
WAY, BUT HIS BACKGROUND PROCLAIMS HIM TO BE AN UN­
DISCRIMINATING ADVOCATE OF PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT INTERESTS 
AND A MAN WITH AN OVERRIDING BIAS IN FAVOR OF IMMEDIATE 
EXPLOITATION OF RESOURCES RATHER THAN LONG-RANGE MANAGE­
MENT, SOUND POLICY GROWS IN PART FROM THE TENSION BETWEEN 
COMPETING VIEWS. IN ANY ADMINISTRATION, REGARDLESS OF 
ITS PHILOSOPHICAL BENT, INTERIOR SHOULD BE SPEAKING ON 
BEHALF OF CONCERNS DIFFERENT FROM, FOR EXAMPLE, THOSE 
OF THE DEPARTMENTS OF ENERGY, COMMERCE AND AGRICULTURE. 
JUDGING FROM THE AVAILABLE RECORD, IT DOES NOT SEEM 
LIKELY THAT IT WILL DO SO UNDER MR. WATT'S GUIDANCE." 

A WORD SHOULD BE SAID ABOUT THE SEMANTICS OF THE ANTI­

ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT. CERTAIN CODE WORDS ARE USED INDISCRIM­

INATELY TO DESCRIBE ANY INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP OF iNDIVIDUALS WHO 

ADVOCATE HIGHER AIR AND WATER QUALITY STANDARDS OR ANY RESOURCE 



MANAGEMENT APPROACH THEY HAPPEN TO OPPOSE. 

MR. WATT FREELY USES THESE CODE WORDS TO DESCRIBE ANYONE 

WHO DOES NOT AGREE WITH HIS POSITION. THEY ARE SCARE WORDS 

AND THEY ARE MEANINGLESS BUT THEY HELP HIM CONFUSE THE ISSUE 

AND DEGRADE THE QUAlITY OF PUBLIC DIALOGUE. 

THOSE WHO ARE TARGETS OF THIS ATTACK ARE CALLED "No 
GROWTH ADVOCATES" WHO WOULD COLLAPSE THE COUNTRY BY DEPRIVING 

IT OF ADEQUATE ENERGY AND LEAVING MILLIONS UNEMPLOYED. THIS 

CHARGE IS CALCULATED TO STIR UP THE EDITORIAL WRITERS AND 

INDUCE THE PUBLIC, INDUSTRY AND LABOR TO OPPOSE WISE RESOURCE 

MANAGEMENT PROPOSALS WHICH WiLL, IN FACT, SERVE OUR COUNTRY BEST. 

THE WORD "EXTREMIST" IS REGULARLY USED TO DESCRIBE 

ANY POSITION DIFFERENT FROM HIS OWN OR ANY ENVIRONMENTAL 

STANDARD HE OPPOSES. 

FREQUENTLY THE PHRASE "ENVIRONMENTAL EXTREMIST" IS USED OR 

THE WORD "ENVIRONMENTALIST" IS USED AS A SYNONYM FOR "EXTREMIST." 

MR. WATT, PUBLICATIONS OF THE MOUNTAIN STAtES LEGAL FOUNDATION 

AND THEIR SUPPORTERS USE THESE PHRASES AS PART OF THEIR NORMAL 

DIALOGUE ON ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES. 

THOSE OF US WHO HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN THESE ISSUES FOR 

MANY YEARS ARE FAMILIAR WITH THE CODE WORDS, WE UNDERSTAND 

THEM, WE KNOW THEIR POLITICAL AND PROPAGANDA OBJECTIVES AND 
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WE HAVE BECOME ACCUSTOMED TO THEIR INDISCRIMINATE USE . . 

HOWEVER, WE DO NOT EXPECT, INDEED WE ARE DISCOURAGED, 

THAT ANYONE NOMINATED TO BE THE CHIEF EN~IRONMENTAL OFFICER 

FOR THE UNITED STATES WOULD ATTACK THE ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT 

WITH THE SAME TECHNIQUES AND SAME CODE WORDS USED BY OUR MOST 

UNCOMPROMISING CRITICS. 

THE PROBLEM WE FACE IS NOT "ENVIRONMENTAL EXTREMISM" IF, 

INDEED, ANYONE CAN EXPLAIN WHAT THAT IS. 

THE REAL QUESTION WE MUST ASK IS WHETHER WE HAVE THE FORE­

SIGHT, THE DETERMINATION, THE UNDERSTANDING, THE POLITICAL 

COURAGE TO MAKE THOSE MAJOR DECISIONS THAT MIGHT, JUST MIGHT, 

SIGNIFICANTLY SLOW DOWN THE WASTEFUL DISSIPATION OF OUR RESOURCES 

AND ARREST THE DETERIORATION OF OUR AIR AND WATER BEFORE THE 

PRODUCTIVITY OF THE OCEANS AND RIVERS IS DESTROYED. 

IT IS A MONUMENTAL TASK. IN MOST RESPECTS WE ARE LOSING 

GROUND BOTH HERE AND ALL OVER THE PLANET. 

WE CANNOT AFFORD TO GAMBLE ON THE REMOTE HOPE THAT MR. WATT 

MIGHT SIGNIFICANTLY MODIFY HIS VIEWS. THEY ARE FIRMLY SET AND 

IDEOLOGICALLY GROUNDED. NOR IS THERE ANY REASON TO BELIEVE HE 

MIGHT IN THE FUTURE SHOW GREATER INSIGHT AND PERSPECTIVE ABOUT 
~........,~, 

THE 'VASTNESS OF THESE AMERICA AND THE AMERICAN EARTH 

DESERVE BETTER. 


