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IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Mr. ___ Nelson

introduced the following bill ; which was read twice and referred to the Committee on

Public Works

A BILL

To provide authority for the use of public works and related projects

to combat poverty, existing and impending.

(Insert title of bill here)
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Be it enacted by the Senate and IMouse of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

TITLE I - POVERTY WORKS PROGRAMS

FINDINGS AND PURPOSE
SEC. 1. The United States :’ universally considered to be
wealthiest nation on earth and its population enjoys one of
standards of living known to the history of man. Yet
antial segment of our population does not share in the
and well-being for which our country is noted, but on
trary lives under conditions of actual poverty and deprivetion.
The continuing policy and responsibility of the Federal
______ is to use all practiceble means to eliminate or prevent
1 conditions.
The Congress therefore finds that conditions of life
zed by poverty and want precludes a substantial segment
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with resources adequate To live snd meintein 2 family decently. This results
2= 8 burden on the nstion through its feedirg o7 dependency, crime apnd
disease, while wasting humsn resources indispenseble 1o the well-Being of
the nstion as a whole.

The Congress further finds that the conditions of poverty occurs in
&reas where there is a lack of public works and relateéd projects which could
comtribute to both the economic improvement of the area and provide joos Ior
the unesployed. The creation of public works and facilities related %o
efforis to improve the education and welfare of the impoverished can utilize
patursl resources and create additional consumer demend which would penefit
still other underemployed individusls.

The Congress further finds that there are several programs now in

L Gidgrigne s
existance whose purposes are oonsiatesnt with the need to correct conditions
of poverty and areas of economic distress and that by incorporating in
porticus of these programs the means to orient them to the problem of
noverty?rill materially benefit the entire nation.

Therefore it is the purpose of this act to institute at the earliest
practicable time an all out campaign to eradicate poverty as & characteristic
of a substantial segment of the nation's populace by providing the means
for additional employment through the creation of jobs related to current

Federal, State, and local programs.



(1) by providing for additional monies beyond that appropriated from
the general fund for civil works, roads, accelerated public works, commnity
facilities, and other programs established by the Congress;

(2) by allocating portions of such additional funds for authorized
projects and programs designated for areas in which the President determines
poverty exists as matching funds;

(3) by providing special emphasis in aiding those groups whose employ-
ment because of race, color, creed, sex, age, or lack of education or
physical handicap is in excess of the average unemployment rate in the labor
market area;

(4) by relating elimination of personal poverty to area economic growth.

SEC. 2, (&) There is hereby authorized to be appropriated in each of
the five fiscal years succeeding the fiscal year ending June 30, 1964, from jﬂ
the "Attack on Poverty Trust Fund" an amount equivalent to 60 percent of VC }7}
the estimated revenue to accumilate during a 24 month period, provided that

actual expenditures from the trust fund may not result in a negative balance
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in the fund for more than 90 consecutive days. ( ’L\

(0) (1) Such amounts mey be allocated by the President to fund authorized
river and harbor projects, navigation and flood control works, roads, post
roads, forest roads, park roads, and urban streets, public buildings,
commnity facilities, water and sewer liné;,v-a;d disposal works, sc;_hoqls 9
hospitaels, public housing, parks and conservation works and recreational
facilities, provided that such works are constructed in areas where sub-
stantial poverty exists or might exist and provided further that in areas
classified as labor surplus at least 50 percent of the total employed on any
one project shall be otherwise unemployed for at least 180 days. ‘

(2) The allocation shall be made as matching funds to State and local
governments or as matching funds to other Federal agencies provided that
where non-Federal contributions are required Federal funds shall constitute
no more than 90 percent of the total appropriated.

(3) At least 50 percent of the Federal money expended on a project
qualifying under this act for trust fund money shall be appropriated from
the General Fund. Lu&&, w‘«"\'L“"}y. ‘\

(c) No more than 12 1/2 percent of the amount authorized to be

appropriated may be expended in any one state.
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