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which we must. You can invent &l 14+ fanciest machinery to
refine the wastes that come out of the wctory and out of the

municipal sewerage treatment plants can acquire all the
parks and protect the wilderness areas us v please.

But if the population of the world « »* sies to grow at its
present pace, there will be no way to s«v+ n¢ environment.
There will be no way to preserve a livable wiric because if the
population goes as predicted to 614 or 7 billion people within 30
years, what you will see is the final degradition of the air and
water.

The United States, by any environmental standard of meas-
urement, right now is overpopulated with its 200 million people
because we have demonstrated, as the richest country on earth,
our lack of capacity and will ut this stage in history at least,

We have demonstrated our lack of (uparity to sustain 200
million people in a highly technological society withont dis-
astrously polluting the water and the aiv alveady

You tell me what the consequence will be when we add 100
million people to that population in another 30 vears,

Now I think all these things involve making some tough
political decisions which—many of which will run contrary to
the attitudes and philosophies of operating historically in this
country. The big question is: Do we have the will, the desire,
the interest, the flexibility to change our attitudes, change the
operations of our institutions in such a fashion that we can
avert disaster. I don’t know whether we da or not. 1 do know
that I talked on this question for 20 years and T know that all
over America now there is a great interest and a preat excite-
ment and a great concern, almost all of it developed in the past
half dozen years and most of it in the past «ne or two years.

A concern about what is happening to the livability of the
environment in which we live. We are going to have educa-
tional programs on campuses and in communities on this prob-
lem on April 22, T am happy to say a large number of labor
unions are participating in that educational effort and con-
servation organizations and l.eague of Women Voters and
business groups in that educational effort all over this country
on April 22,

There will be some 2,000 colleges and 6,000 high schools and
communities that are participating. That is the first «tep. Edu-
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cation is the first step in getting a commitment in any society
to support a program to answer difficult problems.

How difficult is the answer just in terms of resources? To
say nothing about philosophical attitudes of people toward
their environment and toward other living creatures. Just in
terms of money alone what are we talking about?

Well, I would suggest to you that the commitment in terms
of money and emotion that must be put into the problem of
stemming this tide of deterioration is equivalent to the money
«nd emotion that we have been willing to put into the develop-
ment of weapons systems and the exploration of space.

I would suggest to you that very soon we will have to be
spending at the federal level alone $25 billion to $30 billion a
vear and not long thereafter, $40 billion to $50 billion a year on
this problem,

I would suggest to you that it is a whole lot greater threat
ro survivability on this planet, the deterioration of the en-
vironment, than the atomic bomb is, and it is about time that
America and Russia have the sense to recognize that the un-
iimited allocation to an arms race is self-destructive to both
Russia and America and all the rest of the world, too, and that
each side has all the bombs it needs to kill all the people in the
other country plus most of the rest of the world, too.

How much more do we have to have? Until we are prepared
to reach some sensible agreements about stopping that race,
which is wasteful and destructive, and allocate these resources
to problems at home, we won’t solve these problems at home.

I would suggest to you that what we need is political action
within our system which works very well when people unify
and make a demand and at every level of government in this
country we need to have non-partisan political action environ-
mental groups who insist that their representatives address
themselves to this problem of survival and livability on this
planet and that those who don’t, you remove from office, and -
those that don’t, you don’t send there in the first place.

Working within the system in a representative democracy
is effective when people participate and ineffective when they
don’t. The system is okay. It is lack of participation and lack
of motivation and lack of unity that causes us our problem.

Thank you very much.

36




	nelson_231-19_speech_at_afl-cio_23Mar70 1a
	nelson_231-19_speech_at_afl-cio_23Mar70 1b
	nelson_231-19_speech_at_afl-cio_23Mar70 2a
	nelson_231-19_speech_at_afl-cio_23Mar70 2b
	nelson_231-19_speech_at_afl-cio_23Mar70 3a
	nelson_231-19_speech_at_afl-cio_23Mar70 3b
	nelson_231-19_speech_at_afl-cio_23Mar70 4a
	nelson_231-19_speech_at_afl-cio_23Mar70 4b

