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body to put a drug in the marketplace now for a prescription 
drug, we require that that accompany proof that the compound 
will kill the target organism in the labol'atory, proof that it 
will be effective in animals, test it test it on human 
beings and then get the apPl"Ovalfrom the standpoint of safety 
and efficacy from the Food &. Drug Administration, and yet 
,vou make a compound and spray it into the atmosphere all 
over thl' woJ"lu, with all kinds of unpredictable consequences, 

, without it going. through that kind of test. 

\-\le are going to have to have a national policy on mass 
transportation so that people can get cheaply from city to city 
and within the City, and a national policy, as I mentioned, in 
'leaning up the worst environment in this country. That is the 
,l!hcUos of the great cities. ' 

\r t! are going to have to have a national policy on the oceans. 
I!:verybody thinks that because two-thirds of the globe is cov­
"red by oceans that the oceans are indeHtructible. The fact of 
t hE' matter is that we are polluting the oceans at a disastrously 
rapid pace and that the best of the marine hiologists, the most 
distinguished of those that T know, predict that at the present 
rate of the degredation of the ocean waters that within a pe­
riod of 25 to 50 years you will see the end of the productivity 
of the oceans of the world, which will be a disaster of 
unmeasured consequences. 

What are we doing'! We are pouring industrial wastes and 
municipal from New York City to Miami into that'ocean 
by the millions of tons every day and from Seattle, Washing­
ton, to San Diego, and all around the Gulf of Mexico. 

What are you polluting? You know, it is a big ocean but you 
only have to pollute a small part because almost all the crea­
tures that live and reproduce in the ocean live and reproduce 
in the estuaries of the ocean and on the continentat shelf within 
a half dozen miles of the shoreline. 

That is the limited area that you have to destroy in order to 
destroy the productivity of the oceans. I put in legislation to 
establish a policy of stopping all the introduction of industrial 
and municipal wastes into the ocean that is of a lower quality 
than the water that is already there and unless we do that 

, we will see the end of the oceans. ' 

Now all of theSe problems are related to something else. You· 
can spend hundreds of millions of dollars on this problem, 
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which we must. You can invent~ l t,· 

refine the wasteR that ('Ilm(~ out of 
municipal sewerage treatment plan t. 
parks and protect thp wildt'rnf'As al'ell ~ \ 

ra nciest machinery to 
I tory and out of the 

c'an acquire all the 
\ " II please. 

But if the population of the wor I • ' \1 11'11 to grow at its 
present pace, there will btl no way tu . I ,·lIvironmen.t. 
There will be no way to preHerve a Iivabl .. , "r II ... ·cause if the 
population goes as predided to 61/:! or 7 hillio ll p.:llple within 30 
years, what you will see is the final degrada t to/II nf the air and 
water. 

The United States, by any environmental s'tandard of meas­
urement, right now is overpoplliated wi th itR 200 million people 
because we have demonHtratl'tl. as the r i , ' h tc, ~t country on earth, 
our lack of capacity and will ttl th i .. fl 1'a ~ . I n hi~tory at least. 

We have demonstrated 0111' lad .. "I , .. "." I ,\' til I-I lIlItain 200 
million people in a highly lechnulngind sudety without dis­
astrously polluting the watt' l" 1111.1 I , .111 " "'pad,, 

You tell me what the consequence w ill be whell we add 100 
million people to that population in another ~o ~'I '; II' <; , 

Now I think all these thingll involve making some tough 
political decisions which-many of which will run contrary to 
the attitudes and philosophies of operating historically in this 
country. The big question is: Do we have the will, the desire, 
the interest, the flexibility to change Olll' attitudes, change the 
operations of our institutions in sU i" h /I fa shion that we can 
avert disaster. I don't know wh(·th. ,,· \\ ,. ti l , .,r lIut , J do know 
that I talked on this question fur 20 ' HI'H and T Knrl ' t hat all 
over AmerIca now there is a great int p r(' ~t alld ; "relit excite­
ment and a great concern, almost all of it developed in the past 
half dozen years and most of it in the PII:-It lin!' or two years. 

A concern about what is ITllm)(ming to the livability of the 
environment in which we live. We are going to have educa­
t ional programs on campU8eK Kild n ('ommunities on this prob­
lem on April 22. I am happy to say a large number of labor 
unions are participating in that educational effort and con­
servation organizations and League of Women Voters and 
business groups in that educational effort all over this country 
on April 22. 

There will be Borne 2,000 colleges and 6,000 high I'4I:hnols and 
communities that are participating. That is the firl'4t !( tf'j) , Edu-
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I'ation is the first step in getting a commitment in any society 
10 support a program to, answer difficult problems. 

How difficult is the answer just in terms 'of resources? To 
,'lay nothing- about philosophical attitudes of people toward 
heir environment anti toward other living creatures. Just in 
erm8 of money alone what are we talking about? 

Well, lwould Huggest to you that the commitment in terms 
., f money and emotion that mUllt be put into the problem of 
~temming this tide of deterioration is equivalent to the money 
Ind emotion that we have been willing to put into the develop­
'Ilent of weapons systems and the exploration of space, 

I would suggest to you that very soon we will have to be 
'pending at the ,federal level alone $25 bi\1ion to $30 billion a 
'ear and not long thereafter, $40 billion to $50 billion a year on 
his problem. 

I would suggest to you that it is a whole lot greater threat 
' f, HUl'vivability on this planet, the neterioration of the en­
'ironment, than the atomic bomb is, and it i8 about time that 
America and Russia have the sense to I:ecognize that the un­
limited allocation to an arms race is self-destructive to both 
Itussia and Amer'ica and all the rest of the world, too, and that 
"ach side has all the bombs it needs to kill all the people in the 
lither country plus most of the rest of the world. too. 

How mueh more do we have to have" Until we are prepared 
to reach some sensible agreements about stopping that race, 
which is wa teful and destructive, and allocate these resources 
to problems at home, we 'won't solve these problems at home. 

I would suggest to you that what we need is political action 
within our system which works very well when people unify 
and make a demand and at every level of government in this 
country we need to have non-partisan political action environ­
mental groups who insist that their representatives address 
themselves to this problem of survival and livability on this 
planet and that those who don't, you remove from office, and 
those that don't, you don't send there in the first place. 

Working within the system in a representative democracy 
is effective when people participate and ineffective when they 
don't. The system i8 okay. It is lack of participation and lack 
of motivation and lack of unity that causes us our problem. 

Thank you very much. 
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