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It seems to me the context in which to put any criticism of Demo-
cratic Congressional leadership on natural gas or oil, is to péint
out that every single Wisconsin Republican Congressman with the ex-
ception of Alvin O'Konski, has voted at least once, and in some cases
most of the time, for natural gas and oil, and clearly and completely
and distinctly against the interest of thelr constituents. At the
same time the Democratic representation in Congress has voted at every
opportunity 100% down the line against the Texas oil industry.

As I write this, Johnson 1s leading the most successful fight a num-
ber of Senators have told me, they have ever seen him lead against Know-
land's attempt to push through anti-labor amendments. Labor people
I have talked to down here are delighted with it. Andy Biemiller told
me he was tremendously impressed by it. As you may have noticed, John-
son has been successful in keeping every single Democrat in line on
every one of these votes, with the single exception of Lausche. This
means of course that the entire Southern conservative contingent has
been voting for labor, which is a miraculous accomplishment, as I am
sure you will agree.

Of course what I am thinking is behhd all this argument, is that
it is a very short transition from an attack on Johnson as a majority
leader whose position is inimical to Wisconsin, to an attack on Proxmire,
who is the one Senator of course, whose position is most helpful to
Johnson. In the first place, Johnson would not be majority leader 1f
I hadn't won the special election in August. In the second place, on
the assumption, admittedly extremely shaky, that the Republicans can
hold on to their seats, the best way to get rid of Johnson as majority
leader, or the easiest way at least, for Wisconsin people, 1is to beat
Proxmire for the Senate. Of course I don't think that this would be
a conclusive argument with many people, but if Democrats are in the
van and crying for the scalp of Johnson, Republican newspapers and
politicians magnify it very greatly, it could very easlily be an ex-
tremely damaging issue against me In the coming campaign.

Finally, let me say that I have always felt that any candidate had
a perfect right to make any kind of argument he wishes to make, pro or
con, about anybody within or outside the party. As you very well know,
I follow that policy myself, and sometimes my position has been regarded
by many people to be extremely damaging to the party. I know of course,
that I am in no position to criticize anyone else. I am making these
observations only because I thought it would be most helpful to you to
know Just exactly what's on my mind. Rest assured that whatever is
your conclusion, I know that you do unreservedly support me for the
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Senate, as I do you for Governor. Of course I'll continue in the
future, as I have in the past, to take advantage of every opportunity
I have to advance your candidacy for Governor. I recognize that by
far the most damaging blow to my candidacy would be anything that
would hurt or weaken your position, It Jjust won't be possible to
elect a United States Senator again from Wisconsin unless our candl-
date for Governor also does extremely well.

Ellen joins in sending warm regards to Carrie Lee,

Sincerely,

Milliam Proxmire, U.S.QS.
WP,/nm



