
WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
WISCONSIN 

Honorable Gaylord A. Nelson 
119 Monona Avenue 
Madison, W. s consin 

Dear Gaylord : 

WASHINGTON, D . C. 

ROBERT G. LEWIS 
ADMINISTRAnvE ASSISTANT 

April 29.1 1958 

Thank you for the note regarding your Lyndon Johnson speech and 
the part of the text that referred to ti . 

I tr ed to reach you when we hea rd about the spee ch, called your 
office and home , but couldn l t quite catch up with you . 

Bob , Ralph and Rollie all felt that it was an excellent speech 
and tha t the atta ck on Lyndon wa s not nearly as rough or pointed as 
the headlines and lead in the newspapers ndicated that it was . e 
all agree that the damage , f any, isn ' t likely to be very substantial 
unless attacks like Jessen ' s continue and grow . 

I of course agree w th you 100% on where Lyndo is wrong . I 
disagree however , n not saying where Lyndon is right . Unfortunately, 
a totally distorted and unfair picture of the Democratic leadership 
has been painted in Wisconsin by a combination of Democrats and Re 
pub i ·cans . Too few people realize that the present Democratic leader
ship in Congress has been making a good, though unfortunately, not 
effective fight on behalf of farmers a nd especially the da ry farmer . 
Too few probably realize that the Democrat c leadership has been 
making a remarkably good fight in opposit on to the recession n v ew 
of its extremely narrow margin in the Congress , and part cularly in 
sp te of strenuous opposition by the Republican administration n 
Committee , on the Floor, and n the press . Inc dentally, the Mil 
waukee Journal commented recently n an ed torial, commending Con
gress on its remarkably fine record in this regard and in other re 
gards so far . The record of th s leadersh p on foreign pol cy, 
military policy, and especially as far as iscons n is concerned on 
f.1cCarthy , has been very good . Under all the national c rcumstances 
the leadership has been almost miraculously successful on the civil 
rights front n enact ng the first civil r ghts b 11 in 80 years, and 
the only bill of course , wh ch is a sol d r ght-to - vote bill, in 
spite of its clear shortcomings in other respects . 
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It seems to me the context in whi ch to put any criticism of Demo 
cratic Congressional leadership on natural gas or oil, is to point 
out t hat e ver single Wisconsin Republi can Congressman with the ex
ception of Alvin O' Konski , has voted at least once, and in some cases 
most of the time , for natural gas and oil , and clearly and completely 
and distinctly against the interest of their constituents . At the 
same time the Democratic representation in Congress has voted a t every 
opportunity 100% down the line against the Texas oil ndustry . 

As I wr te this , Johnson is leading the most successful fight a num 
ber of Senators have told me , they have ever seen him lead against Know 
land' s attempt to push throu h anti - l abor amendments . Labor people 
I have talked to down here are delighted w th it . Andy Biemiller told 
me he was tremendously impressed by it . As you may have noticed, John
son has been successful in keeping every single Democrat in line on 
everyone of these votes , with the sin le exception of Lausche . This 
means of course that the entire Southern conservative contingent has 
been votin for labor, whi ch is a miraculous accomplishment , as I am 
sure you will a gree . 

Of course what I am thinking is behhd all this argument, s that 
it is a very short transition from an attack on Johnson as a majority 
leader whose position is inimical to Wisconsin , to an attack on Proxmire , 
who is the one Senator of course , whose position is most helpful to 
Johnson . In the first place , Johnson would not be majority leader if 
I hadn't won the special election in August . In the second place , on 
the assumpt ion , admittedly extremely shaky, that the Republ cans can 
hold on to their seats, the best wa to get rid of Johnson as majority 
leader, or the easiest way at least , for Wisconsin people , is to beat 
Proxmire for the Senate. Of course I don ' t think that this would be 
a conclusive ar ument with many people , but if Democrats are in the 
van and crying for the scalp of Johnson , Republican newspapers and 
politicians magnify it very greatly, it could very easily be an ex
tremely damaging issue against me in the coming campaign . 

Finally, let me say that I have always elt that any candidate ha d 
a perfect right to make any kind of argument he wishes to make, pro or 
con, about anybody within or outside the party . As you very well know , 
I follow that policy myself , and sometimes my position has been regarded 
by many people to be extremely damaging to the party . I know of course, 
that I am in no position to criticize anyone else . I am making these 
observations only because I thought t would be mos t helpful to you to 
know just exactly what's on my mind . Rest assured that whatever is 
your conclusion, I know that you do unreservedly support me for the 
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Senate , as I do you for Governor . Of course I ' ll cont nue n the 
future, a s I have n the pas t to t ake advantage 0 every opportun ty 
I have to a dvance your candidacy for Governor . I recogn ze tha t by 
far the most damaging blow to my candidacy would be anyth ng that 
would hurt or weaken your pos tion . It .ust won' be possible to 
elect a United St ate s Senator a ga n from Wiscons n unl ess our cand -
da te or Governor a lso does extremely we 1 . 

El l en joins in sending wa rm rega rds to Carr e Lee . 

S ncerely, 

-~ 

cL 
~i lliam Proxmire , U. S .• 

P/nm 


