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TOURIST EXPANSION 

* Increased state funds for recreational advertising by 66 % , raising the 
annual budget for tourist promotion from $253,000 to $420,000. 

* Backed the $20,000 tourist survey that has shown the northern vacation 
industry what visitors want and how to attract more of them. 

* Proposed the program that will add 50,000 acres to the state parks and 
state forests of northern Wisconsin. 

* Sponsored the new Tourist Information Centers, including three estab
lished this summer at key points of highway entry to Wisconsin. 

* Set up the $2.9 million program to plan and develop the full potential of 
the Lake Superior region, including fish, game, forest, park, wilderness, 
highway, and scenic values. 

* Authored the "See Wisconsin First" campaign, which is persuading more 
Wisconsin residents to vacation in their own state. 

THE PLEDGE 

" Northern Wisconsin has vast po
tential for economic and recrea
tional development. I intend to bend 
every effort to develop this potential. 
The north must be made a land of 
prosperity and outdoor recreation 
for all our citizens." 

Gaylord Nelson 
Feb . 25, 1959 

THE RESULTS 

" Without a doubt, this man 
Gaylord Nelson did more for 
Florence County and the rest of 
the northern part of Wisconsin in 
four short years than the four 
previous governors put together." 

Florence Mining News, 
March 16, 1962. 

"Gaylord Nelson's efforts and ac
complishments in preserving Wis
consin's outdoor resources have 
earned him a permanent niche in 
the history of the state." 

Door County Advocate 
Nov. 2,1961 
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GA YLORD NELSON is the first native of Northern Wisconsin 
to serve as Governor in the 114-year history of our state. He spent 
the first 26 years of his life in the little northern community of 
Clear Lake. He learned the problems of the north first-hand. He 
understood them. As Governor, he has worked overtime to solve 
them. 

NELSON AND THE NORTH ... 
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INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 

* Created the new State Department of Resource Development, and 
ordered it to undertake special programs for development of northern 
Wisconsin. 

* Established a permanent Northern Development Office in Hayward. 

* Through this office, helped obtain 4 new industries for the north in one 
year, plus federal loans for 16 existing industries. 

* Sponsored the new law to promote taconite mining in the north. 

* Arranged special agreement to encourage Canadian truckers to ship goods 
across northern Wisconsin. 

* Approved federal programs to retrain hundreds of northern Wisconsin 
workers for highly-paid skills. 

* Created the new 7-county planning COIDIDlSSlOn to develop the full 
economic and recreational potential of the entire Wolf River basin. 

HELP FOR FARMERS 

* Sponsored the new law giving farmers and other property owners greater 
protection when official agencies seek to condemn their land. 

* Succeeded in obtaining emergency federal livestock feed aids for farmers 
in 16 of the 17 northern Wisconsin counties. 

* Sponsored tax revision that will cut total farm taxes by as much as 
$10 million a year, including a 50% cut in property taxes on livestock and 
an average 10% cut in other farm property taxes. 

CONSERVATION LEADERSHIP 

* Sponsored the new state program to classify lakes a gainst destruction 
by overcrowding and pollution. 

* Provided funds to raise the fish propagation program to the highest level 
in state history, at the same time increasing fish and game habitat 
programs. 

* Ended the practice of using hunting and fishing license fees for parks and 
restored all license funds to the fish and game programs. 

* Started the first statewide program for public access to lakes and streams, 
with more than a dozen new lakes already opened to public use. 

* Proposed protection of forest crop lands and assurance of fairer returns 
on these lands to northern counties. 

* Sponsored the new $400,000 conservation camp for delinquent boys. 

* Joined Atty. Gen. John Reynolds in the successful court fight to obtain 
an added $464,000 in Pittman-Robertson funds for Wisconsin. 

* Authored the new $50 million Outdoor Resource Program tha t has made 
Wisconsin the conservation leader among all the states: 

1. 145,000 additional acres for parks and forest recreation areas, including 
at least nine new parks, 5,000 campsites, 41 beaches, 80 picnic areas, 
and 50 utility systems. 

2. 353,000 added acres of wildlife habitat at 85 existing game projects 
and 79 new projects. 

3. 103,000 additional acres of fish management lands at 57 existing and 
46 new public fishing grounds. 

4. Creation of three youth conservation camps - including two open 
this summer in northern Wisconsin. 

5. State aids to help counties develop recreation areas in forest crop lands. 

HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENTS 

* Won sensible billboard controls on the interstate system to protect 
scenic beauty that visitors list as Wisconsin's No.1 attraction. 

* Provided funds to buy scenic protection rights from private landowners 
along 3,000 miles of the state highway system. 

* Asked faster construction of key north-south roads to cut travel time to 
and from northern Wisconsin. 

* Sponsored plans to develop a scenic highway along Lake Superior. 


