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The question is what is the cost benefit ratio to
the nation of cleaning up the air? By conservative estimates,
economic damage from air pollution totals about $15 billion
per year, not counting health hazards and health costs which
are substantial. At a cost of about $10 billion for the instal-
lation of equipment over the next few years, 85% of the
pollutants could be removed from the air. Once accomplished,
that one time $10 billion investment would return to the nation
an economic benefit of about $12 billion annually, or a net
return of $110 billion in a ten-year span.

The same principle applies to water, though the
figures are quite different. We are now using 375 billion
gallons of water a day. The total available supply is 600 billion
gallons a day. We will be using that amount by 1981 or 1982.
By the year 2000, we will be using 1200 billion gallons per day,
twice the available supply. However, since water and people
are not distributed proportionately, the major metropolitan
areas on the east and west coast, around Lake Michigan and the
Gulf, will be using the same water 10 or 15 times, If it is dirty,
it will have to be cleaned 10 or 15 times at great cost, Obviously,
using it and returning it clean will be cheaper than returning it
dirty.

The simple fact is that we cannot afford the price of
not cleaning up the environment, It seems to me, this is avalid
and necessary point to make on any program that raises the
question of cost as this program did.

I have dashed off this letter rather rapidly so perhaps
I have not made the '"cost'argument as compellingly or clearly as
it can be made, but there is no doubt that there is a high profit
to be made from investments in a'clean environment and a very

high cost to be paid for a dirty environment,
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Since Eartn Day and Earth Week were initiated out of
my office and two environmental experts on my staff have spent
literally hundreds of hours workmg on these projects with me,

I think we have more information about these events and the nation-
wide activities, accomplishments and ramifications related to
them than any other single source, * If at any time I can be of
assistance to any future programs related to tnese events, please
Ieel free to call on us. ' ;
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