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Throughout the nation this week, concerned American.,; of all ages and of 

widely differing social, political and economic philosophies are demonstrating 

their concern and commitTnent to the issue of the degradati .... of the envirorunent. 

They are all talking about the question of survival, but the ililsue is more man 

Burvival itself, because survival is not enough. How we survive is the critical 

is sue. 

And our survival is wrapped up in the science of ecolowrr, a big science that 

is concerned with all the ra!"nifications of all the relationshi 01 all llvtng 

creatures to each other and their environment. It is a total oeonsideration 01 the 

entire system, not just how we dispose of tin cans, bottles ;qu:j s ewage. It s 

concerned with the habitat of marine creatures, animals, b irds and man. It is 

not Dnly an envirDnment of clean air and water and scenic be;nuty, but it is 

alsD a COncern for the Appalachians and the ghettDes where C!l1r citizens live in 

America's worst environment. 

The real goal is an environment of decency, quality and mutual respect for 

all other hwnan beings and all other living creatures--an en ironment without 

ugliness, without hunger, pDverty Dr war. The goal is a dec-ent environment in 

its broadest and deepest senS e . 

For t oo many years, V!e 11:\·:c had an ind Ufcrcnt ~. ttHude about the environment. 

The national goal was progr e ss, and it was generally believe.c3 that this rich country 

had mDre than abundant res ou rc es to la s t for many years and that, if by SDme Ddd 

chance, the res ource s did ~ventua Uy run out, science would surely find some way 

to sDlve th e pr ob l em. A"d 5 0 husiness and industry and the c o nswner and 

governrn ent lOOKf.>d a hea :'! r~: bu : J t ~ing ?L massive gross nationa Ii product level and 

a s oaring econunlY based lir: : j,-2 ~ ~ pt' od \.~t: ti o n to m ake every rm..a n a significant 

con3 wner. 

The bas C t:'conon ; ; . tl,· , ~ .5 f t r!la kl ng e very n~ an a cons ~lI'Yler wa s founded on 

mas s pr odu .r g a$ ht:.a t I.' ';:l ~' $ .' l C', and t h e Jnass production system wo rk~d . 

' 1 f'-ed . [t also proved .successful i n o th er 

-;",·ays. Vfhe n rh .... ,.-.I" c d w ". ~, 4 : !,,: ':1 p cUi ci er:.t p e sti c id the p o tent DD 1 and 



other hydrocarbcns were developed. and they worked well. When the call was for 

a detergent that :made clothes whiter than white, new high phosphate and enzytnc 

detergents were developed, and they worked well. When the call was issued for 

TIlOre oil, the best engineering skills punched holes into the ocean bottom and 

succeGsfdly p=ped oil to the surface. When the need was more coal, faster .and 

efficiently, massive shovels tore away the sides of hills with much more efficlency 

than the deep pit mines. When the desire was convenient, light weight, throw···away 

packaging, aluminum cans and plastics proved invaluable. 

Everything worked well, but no one really paused to look beyond the basLe 

efficiency. Pesticides worked, but they d egraded slowly and also destroyed bi:.rds 

and fish: phosphates and enzytnes worked, but they also added to the destructlam 

of the nation's lakes and rivers: oil carne up from the floor of the ocean, but it 

also spilled and threatened the fragile ecology of the seas; strip mining brouglnt 

more coal much more efficiently, but it lett ugly scars, added to erosion prob:J.eno s 

and polluted the waters; and plastics and aluminwn cans proved effective and 

lightweight but added t o the monwnental waste di s posa l problems by being 

virtually indestructible. 

This week, an estimated 2,000 colleges a nd universities, 10, DOD high 

schooID and 2,000 community groups ~re discussing these and the other compl.ex 

dilemmas facing the quality of life . now that attent ion has been focused on the. 

problem . th e tough fight to improve our environment must begin. 

This is the tim e for old -fashioned po liti cal acti on. The time to demand :thd 

each political c"-,,,didate from the county and c ity level to the United States Con,grec, 

articulate their ~osilions on e n virorunenta l rCfOTr.1 a nd preservation. Inste2l.d ~of 

electing men cOTIlmitt cd to huildlngTno r e hi ghways and dams and supporting ne: w 

'.veapons systenlB' t hat will esca.la te thf' ann3 ri1.C~, '.'Ie need to be supporting m en 

'.",ho will be comr'n i tte.d ro sch· tl~g ILf' t':n\.' lr ":l~l: e rl~?.l t}roblerns- -dorn cstically ar:td 

i!1.ternationaI t Y - - t h a 

\'.,re can pr:!' t?cr \.' ~· a r /- ;11. ;:e, :",r: Aill i t l t u l r:1 f" i c a if we have the \Vill and 

des ir e to du 5 o . 
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